'
|
'
[

We have this veck to- ,TS; th2 vd.:ﬁ:.:ﬁ om. an oc-
currence stronaly illustiative of the system which the all-
wise M., Hume bas tie Lonour of having _::.c;:n.ﬁ_
aimongst a large majority of our mechanice ;:; artisans,
" Iis well known to ever vy one resident i this vicinity,
that Messrs, Brocklebank are vey extensive .,._:_V—E,Eo?
in Whitehaven 5 and their numerous workmen and ap-
prentices, from the oldest to the youngest, would say, if
they spoke the truth, that they have :::o_.:._,. proved
themselves not :FZ._«Q:,H and kind masters, but masters
public-spirvited and rcn?_ jn a degree which ?z but few
.ﬁ:?.:&.{ ca S

For exampic, they never » eted upon the system of doing
-all ar the greater part of their we,k with apprentices, but-
: ra? upon their establishment a fur 1nd proper proportion
o cc_.:ﬁ men, even in the worst of times.  YWhen work

s slack, they refused to recede to the proposals made
8 ::;: 5, some masters—-+hat of lowering wages to 15s.
rer. wek, and continued to pay 18s. to their own manifest
toss, from an dwpression that thes: employed by them
could not otherwise properly sustaiw themselves and fami-
lies. -Morcover,in the periods of the greatest depression
of the ¢ .:E:::Et. rest, when many vessels were laid up
for want o fraight, and conscquently - the. : was no de-

hanils in dull aetis _SL:S#E:: vessel after vessel, with-
out any prospeetof sale, - d'if not disposed of, 2_2 they
manned them and run thery themscelves, at no v::& risk,:
and often; in théinature of :::.J. to their own pecuniary
injury, Fin u:?...,w lien the ship ...m..m.n:ﬂs.m of Whitehaven
recently turs sd'out for an advonce of their wages to 22s.
per week, Messrs, Drocklebank were among the forcinost
to nouscq with the.demand.  Ifany one, therefore, were
entitled to respect and attachmeat from those etuployed
under them, the gentlemen of v.hom we have been spe eak-
ing surely might have put in their claim (o such an mdud-
gence. Butmo. wyatitude, it scews, no longer forms
part of our ¢ ovr.::, » <o?c£;€ « Union” and.
. Combination” ~have usurped its place, and are now-a-
days held to bethe first of virtues_as well as duties by
the hopeful profcssors of the great Z..A Hur~’s new
philosophy., ,

For sometime ps ast, the ic..fno: in-this ﬁ:d as well |
as others, and ever the boys, have exhibited pretty
strong symptoins of the spirit ,.Sﬁr which they are im-
bued. - Insolence to the masters and owverseers is the
order of the day; und these men who do not belong to
the * Union” are ..M:.SQ_ on -every possible occasion,

This “ Uniow'” they are pieased to call a © Benefit So-
Q..? 3’ but it is any :::: rather than that either to them-
seives, thelr masias, or :F public. ﬁ:‘,‘ are connected
with the thipwrizhts of Liveipool and other ports; and
shonld avy disugreenment take ?mnc with their employers
as ta wages, :.::r::.: or the engegement ~Fmen not
belonzivg to the co:?;C::. ; any one branch ofi: receives
from the S:S.m such assiztance as shall enzble them, os
their own phraseology) to « E.S: the masters to terns.”
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ia tiis way have the musters becn ticated from about
widswnmer ; aad Messes, Brocklebank at length forined,
2 determination no longer to submit to it In'onr last
paner, they advertised £5¢ men at24s, per weels,
condition, that they were unconneeted with any i union,”
This, _3,,:.:.: could not have led’to what took place on
Tue i?u morning, for the plan of that proceeding had
been lail on the Alonday, sorae houts Before the w%@
tisement alluded to went ?:47 to the publie,.  ~ -

It appears that Messrs, Brocklebank: had engaged a
‘man at the recommendation of Mr. Peile; of ._.::._.m:mﬂos.
This mae went to work' on .Hp.oz_,:\ moruing, at the usual
hour; and on his entering the yurd, the uppreatices tlocked
round him, and intimated ,..: it hie mighi expect ifhe dared
to make a beginning, The. threats ‘of these fellows had
the desived effeet; and the new hand determined to stand
Jdle till Mr. Brocklebank came to the yard, © M, caawhile,

| several of them stout young men, scized the obnoxious
stranger, we-nted him upon a ple, and carried 35
through the town to the Patent Slip, and frow therce o
R v:c ic-1wuse at the bottom of Queen’s-strect, and .,cc-
seguent., around the Market-house, where they lot him
go. Hzving cﬁ.m:::i this feat, without any very great
regard to ._o_am?‘ trey went to their breakiists, and af-

terwards again repaired to their work, highly pleasen v ith

—

they rn:::_:_: themsclves of another freak. + 4 marked
man—one who did not belong to the * Gnion,” and had
not con‘ormed, we presume, to their regulations, was
picked ont by them as o scab—he, too, vus hoisted upon
n pole, shouider high, and they were boisterotuly pro-
ceeding with him into the town, when they were m ct a
the fooe of Duke-strect by Mr. baaci:_:éb who - elie
deavourcd to prevail upon them to:liberate the man, but
a1 vain—a scufile ensued, Mr, B. ?.rmmc.. in amang them
and was either ...8&:.: or threvhi'dow. by ons 6t Ew
- apparel, and a bloody face ¢ "

Justly incensed, My, Brock og.:r:?.::n_ atply pro
ceeded o bis ye :.;, and dismissed gvery :_.E and Loy en-
ploved init, and shat it up. e afterwards ﬁ.l:. to

“the Z;:F:a?w. and subsequently set off for the Sessions
where he obtained a warrant against the offchders, and

public office _F._Ao_ and the Mugistrates sent cight of z:::
to the House of Correction,  The sthiiv..will most fikely
be heard of before another tribanal, for we inay rest as-
sure. that Messrs. Brocklebavk will et with théir wouted
“erergy in tac due punishment of the refractory,
Ostensibly, the journgymen took no part in this affair
but no one is silly enough not to kuow that they were at
the bottoin of it,—that they planred the wh ory sroceed-
ing, and :5:.&8; the actors. "The ?::»7 Tzﬁ wiil in
‘the end probs Z% full on the right heads. ™ | -
The shipwrights of Messrs. Kelsick Wood and Sons,
‘of Maryport, are also. off work for a. some »what v:_;_.:.
reason—becanse the Messrs. Wood refuse to'surrende

by a person who must submit” to all .their whims—for
‘masters of small capital cannot, contend against “thése
potent uvions, and nst buinbly ‘submit, while the law
eribles the employed to tyrunnize-over the: employer,

Bat it is not only the ship-carpenters who thus act—
almost all tize mechanies entertain the same views and
principles, especially the joiners, cabinet-ivakers, &eo—
say but a word to them—find fanlt w E.u auy thing .wm,\
.may please to do, and off’s the word 1*

The universal diffusion of this %5" is now become s
national evil ot serious magoitude ; trade of all kinds has
-suffered to ‘an enormous extent, and will still farther

sufler unless Parliament takes the easliest opportunity ‘ef
abridging that power. which zF r&.rzﬁ: ‘execcise S.nr
such fatal i liscretion. :

- Since writing the abeve we have sm; informéd that
| the apprentices who were sent to the House of Corree-
tion were liberated on Saturday on Lail, and in the course
of that day had an interview with Mr. Brockiebank : we
did not hear the result, but the yard has buen opened

4

again this morning, and sever ﬂr. ron: men and cc:& F:o
been admitted to werk..
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pLUIvE L9 L wnminied to- The emploper’s confidence. © "
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however, -the apprentices, atout forty in number, and .

what they n:oﬁc to call their :.:_E_}. In ' short time'

own appreatices . and he did :of;rmmvi :::9:. soljed

en- Thursdey, a great many of 28_: were had up at the

thelr wills, and the entire management of their propert;.
Ten of these men have found mz?aisosn in VWhitchaven,
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