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" 'On Wednesday last, a meetin
Whitehaven took place at the P
notice, to receive the Report of the Select Vestry some time
since appointed, and to take into consideration what further .
steps were to be pursued, in regard to the conduct of the
Overseers.  About a quarter before 11 o'clock, (three quar-
rers of an hour after the time appointed) Mr, Brur was called
to the chair. ~About 250 persons, including women .and
-children; were present. : Co IR DV S SO
The  Chairman said,. that having accepted the office he

; would endeavour to execute its &:amu to the coma of his ability;
 and had to request: that the meeting would zive every one a
k ‘fair hearing; who might wish to address it. - ‘The first business.
‘...ocEcm.Samsnarawwmwonno:__mmﬁmnnaamm:.vr

i
Mr. R: Jerrenrsox then read the following Report :— -

|
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" To the. Rated Inhabitants of the Township of Whitehaven, in
Vestry assembled, the FIRST REPORT of the SELECT",
VESTRY for the Concerns of the Poor of the said Township,

- It having been resolved, at a General’ Vestry Meeting of
the Inhabitants of this Township, held on' the 19th of April
last, that a Select Vestry should be established for - superin-.
tending the Concerns of the Poor of the Township, and the
Vestry having been accordingly appointed:by the Magistrates
on the S0th of the same month, held their first meeting at the
Town’s Office,.in the Poor-House, on the 21st of April. .
» At this meeting a_question arase as to the authority of the
.Select Vestry over the officers appointed.under the Act of the
22d Geo. 111. Ch. 83, (commonly called Gilbert’s Act), un-
der which the town is at presént incorporated ; and the Select
Vestry havitig submitted a casé for' the opinion of Counsel
‘upon this point, bave beeti'advised, that whilst the incorpora-
tion of the towf under the provisions of Gilbert’s Act con-
tinues, they havé nb control or superintertdence over the offi-
‘cers appointed underthat Act. T R Ty ey ,
. By this construction of the Select Vestry Act, the powers
of the .<mmn,~w: within this township, are much narrowed, and
the benefits whichmight have been expected from theirappoint.-

- ment proportionably lessened ; as they are, for the present at
HmmmrSaﬁ._nnmm_n._da.masgm:mumgg or

, [ superintending the man.
agement of the Poor- House, or the experfiliture ofthe'money
raised for the relief of the poo

r’; 'and their'authority is confined
to that department of the poor-laws which still remains in the
-hands of the overseers of the poor; namely, the making and
collecting of rates, which, by the Select Vestry Act, are placed
‘under the superintendence of the Vestry: oot
" That the appointment, therefore, of the Select V estry might
not be entirely nugatory, they have proceeded to au examina.
tion ‘of the rates laid and collected since the commencement '
~of the year 1817, as far as they have been furnished with them,
namely, four rates of 5s. in the pound each, laid in the year
1817; three'5s. rates in'the year 1818; and the first rate of
73, 6d. in the pound, for the year 1819 ; the twoother rates of :
7s. 6d. in the pound each, laid'in that year, having been re-’
fused to them. * -+~ = . .. R A
- From'this investigation it appears, that the-four rate
the year 1817 amounted to £5380. 3s. 10d. of which..-24099..
""12s. 2d. was collected, leaving a deficiency of £1287. 11s. 8d.
uncollected in that'year;  that the three rates for 1818 amount-
ed to :£4035.2s. 10d. of which was collected £2982, 28 2d..:
Jeaving‘4 'deficiency uncollected of £1053. 0s.. 8d. 3 and that:
the, first rate for 1819 dmounted to'£2017, of which £1345
-was collected, the deficiency upon that rate being £672; anit-
if the same sum be allowed for the deficiency upon each of the
two subsequent rates for that year (and there is no reason to
suppose that they have been better collécted than-the first,).
the whole deficiency for the year 1819 will' be £2016; mak-
ing'in all' a deficieucy of :£4336.'12s. 4d. since the comrmence-:
' ment of the year T817. "~ ' v ety yittids Bt
W... With respect to'the number of the rated inhabitants who
| have paid or have not paid their rotes, it will'perhaps be suffi-.
_ cient at present to state, that in the last rate which has come -
j under the inspection of the Vestry, of the whole number of
: 3003 rated inhabitants, included in that rate, 1745 have not
paid it; whercby the burthen of the support of the poor of the
town j3 thrown upon 1258 inhabitants only, = = .. -
The Sclect Vestry do nof'mean toassert that the whole, or
any thing like the whole, of the above-mentioncd sums could
have been collected by the cverseers, but they have no hesita-
tion ii2 saying that there.has Leen a great degree of negligence
in collecting the rates’; and they havelittle or no douibt that
if common diligence had been used by the overseers in col-
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lectinig them, and if they had, as it was their duty to do, en-

forced the payment where it could have been enforced, suffi-
.cient money. would have been produced from them for paying
the whole of the expenses incurred in each vear; and that in-
stead of the town being, as is alleged by the gveiseers, £12,00
T £13,00 in debt, there might have been a balance in hand
4t the commencement of the present'year.! - 0 o
.o The Select Vestry hate also to observe, that in the course of
the investigation they have found several receipts. given by the
overseers and Mr. John Key, the collector employed by them,
for sumns which do not, .as far as they have had the means of
ascertaining, appear to have been given credit for, and that
there are also mistakes in the castings of. the rates collected;
and they have reason to believe that other civors of the same
kind will yet be discovered and without imputing to any per..
son an intention,or wish to defraud the public, they conceive
that the circumstances they havé stated furnish sufficient
grounds for calling upon the overseers to submit to an inves.
tigation of their accounts, before any measures are taken for
raising money to discharge the debt for which they are liable.
The overseers, however, have thought otherwise ; and al-
though they are expressly required by the Select Vestry. Act.
to “‘conform to the directions of the Select Vestry,”’ they have
not only refused to nnwno,imm_mo the authority of the Vestry,.
or to pay any attention 8.,:5.:. Pm?mnm or dircctions, or submit .
their accounts to their examination, but they have, without
their concurrence of approbation; laid a second rate of 5s. in
the pound, within five weeks after the date.of the first rate,
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and which they arc now collecting::;:. "T'he Seleéct Vestry are. to such a meawure.—f Hisses. J—It:-was yell known that Over.’

adVised that this rateought not to havebeen laid until the whole Seers have a discretisnary power, ‘given them, by law, respect.’
of the money raised by the former rate had been ‘expended ;  ing the enforcing of rates; and:he-would have them in the
and that, upon an appeal o the Seéssions it would probably be's first place carefully examine, whether they (the .Overseers),
quasher :"and this appears to be the only termedy thre tnbabt: | had abused that ‘power. He <mn~q,ca:m<mm.\ they Tliad not—~
tants have against’ the improper disbursement of money by | [ Hisses and: Disapprobation: j=1In one instance he (Mr.: R.)
mum MMMM_AMMWM, .Mm _.m.wn Mﬁnommwnncwﬂhmw.EOmwamu, the ucmmmw to | was present-when a considerable number of these poor people

gains ¢ away, an e i it was said, were
are submitted to the sole allowance of the visitor. j % | rere summoned before the N awes, Mo, it was said, were

nder these

, able to pay.. - Their examination disclosed soenes of suffering,
proper tocall 0 art-

.of poverty, and Bmmoqw such as he trusted no heart-there could?
have been callous to.  Theresult ofthis exdamination hod been '
most v_mgmsw.w.,»rm. Magistrates heard. with patience, ‘and.to-
their credit, humanely.rpcommended the Overseers'to be as
lenient’ as the nature of the cases before then: would admit,
‘Had the Overseers acted otherwise than in accordance with
this recommlendation they would have-proved themselves the
oppressors instead of the Overseers of the poor.—{ Hissés'and-
clamorir. \rrmo:»w&&nw. might hiss, but he cared not ».cn,nrm.,n 5.
ty always deserved.to be applauded,. whether found in-

circumstagices the Select Vestry have thought it
a General Vestry Meeting of the inhabitants of the town, for
their directions as to the proceedings proper to be adopted, -
In the prescnt Report the Select Vestry have abstzined, as
much as possible, from any observations which might be con-
sidered personal towards the overseers ; though they cannot
help observing that the whole of their conduct since the ap-
pointment of the Select Vestry has been insultig to them, and
disrespectful to the inhabitants at lar ¢, by whom they were
elected. . By Order of the Select Vestry, =~ .*-..
_ MUSGRAVE WALKER,
Whitehaven, June 20, 1820, o IN TUE CHAIR. -

" humani j

a Magistrite; or elsewhere.—{ Hisses. )—He would ask, what
o < o ) possible good cauld result from a contrary liné of ,,\no:m:anw

The Crarraan said if any one wished to address the meet- Itecovering a feiv’ shillings by distress, would in many instan-
ing, then was the opportunity. A gcod deal of desultory con- €es; make an actual pauper, and thercby an expense of many:
versation ensued, which we could not distinctly hear ; butwe poundswéuld be-incurred by the Town.~(*Put him down. )=
understood Mr. James to say that the conduct of the Over. INO'doubt the rates were heavy—no doubt many who paid
seers, in withholding their accounts had not-only been unfair, -them, did'so with &ancrﬂiﬁm_‘m_ﬁz not a question but the,
but in a high degree immoral. O T inhabitauts of this Township felt the pressure of the present

Mr. R. Jerrerson had hoped that some-other person would .times, "but was that .the ‘fault of their neighhours,” " the.,
have come forward to move the resolutions, but as this'was .Overseers 7"

‘Jﬂqciww..;am::.nm..:a;v.zumr. gricvances?:
nat the case, he would, by thcir leave, take upon himself the Would making distress warrants fly about amongst their poor:
office. He was one ot half a mcumz,mm::mgmsigrmzcmm

n- townsmen, do.any thing towards alleviating E.cu,c n&mgmmcmw i
appointed to examine the Overseers’ arid Guardian’s accounts, —certainly not.—¢ Hisses)—He therefore wished a middle :
In the examinatioh of the- Overseers’ books, there was aff er. course to be steered: (violent clamour—and cries of ¢ put hin
ror in one item of £500—(groans. )—Instead: of £1043. os. down”—** he'll spoil n:a:m “He stocd there to hear any nfan,
thére appeared £522. 19s. 6d.- only in_their books. . The and he had-4 right to be heard in his tum. ~ He should move 1
Bank Book was als6 wrong—thers was ‘an error of £100.in an amendntent to the motion which had just been regd~—an-
the adding up. He did not wish to'impute to the Overscers - 2mendment which he hoped they would vote for—an amend-
apy impioper motives ; but certainly such evident neglecLand ment'w
carelessness deserved to be looked into~—coupled as it was w

.

'

hich he trusted they would instantly adopt, in order to
ith &mno:m&amnmmwraEmmo»,z:.?m:w saddling the Overseers with
the contemptudus manner in which they had treated the Select @ debt they had unifortunately, through lenity and tho distress
Vestry. The Guardian had promised to submit his accounts ~of the times;’ made themselves responsible for ; and, unless
to their inspectiort; butinstead of this, he had refused to give actual misapplication or.ffaud could be proved, put an end to
up his books, and had cven shut them from the house, ’ hey 5o unworthy, so shameful,so degrading a procedure.—( Hisscs. ) |
saw but the first half sheet of his accounts, and in this there =—71he gentlemen whose names he had inserted in' the amend- -
was an error of one shillihg. " "It might be said this was but a -ment, were men whose respectability, he was sure, could hot
trifle ; but when this appeared in'the first page, had they not be doubted—they possessed considerable propertyin the m_oa_.u»
aright to suspect that more errors fellowed which would have. ship—<were perbaps. the highest rated of any in the town, and
been detected had they been allowed to examine the whole? ! would therefore be interested in preventing and detecting
~(groans. )— Accgrding to Gilbert’s act,” the auditing of ‘the -~ abuse wherever it was likely to exist, or in adopting any plans
accounts was left entirely in the hands of the Visitor ; and a _of, economy avhich might be suggested to them< K, m their
betteér man'than the gentleman who now: flled that office:( Dr. . avocations ‘in life, they were conversant with accounts ; and
Dawson) never existed, perhaps he was too good, -and sup., -therefore évery way qualified to discharge the’ duty which
posed every one to be like himself; but his other avocations would beimposed on them coolly and jmpartially, and, though |
prevented him from paying proper attention’to’its dutiés,—. he had not their authority for piitting down. their names, he
for it was a fact, and he (Mr. J.) had it from that gentleman -doubted not but they would accept the office, should ‘the
himself, - that for twelve mdnths together he had not'been in ,Meetjng appoint them to it. "He had to add, on theauthority |
the house! Thus were the town’s affairs neglected, and the, of the parties concerned, that the Qvetseersand the Guardian’
1 mmv.m.zamm nobodyknew: how; he m:ocifz.mﬁ?nnéo«.mv ‘were n.mmmv.wm:m willing " to submit .miw«w. voo,w and: paper
at an ‘Appeal be made,. at the next Quarter Sessions, .belonging to them' to such a_ Commitiee. . Thus would |
a2gainst the last rate, or any other rate the Qverseers may lay :thetown gain'more by the amendment than by law. Heknew!
without the approbation of the Select Vestry,™, 8% 7 opot, whether: there was any-oue who would second his motion,
The motion having beén seconded, '~ ut’if they wished to avoid involving themselves'in an expen..
Mr. Rxprey stepped forward, and said ive law-suit, if they wished to avoid future ifritation, discord,
address which they had justheard, much might be said o and endless cavilling, they would adopt the amendingnt which
sides—one story was always good until another was told. It ' he wasinow about to readto them, and thus ensure the peace
wasan old maxim and a good one, that we should always attend of the;town, and be every way gainers by such maderation.—~
‘o what each party bad to say in.any disputed matteér; andbe . (Much disap, robation—and @ cry of * we've. been lang eneugh’
was extremely happy to sce such a’disposition manifested on’ . frae thelaw !” )—Mr. Ridley cor:cluded by reading the follow.
the present occasion: " They had just'heard that the accounts ng amendment ;e 07 0 D0l T et Y ik
were refused to be shown; ‘but it was necessary that some = * Thats Committeebe a
little attention should be paid to this statement, as the facts | of the rated inhabitants, to whom the accounts of - the Guar-
might materially affect’it. It wasatr. ththat both the Over. | dian and Overscers shall be submitted ; and particularly the
seers and the Gaurdian had, at first, agreed to co-operate with . objections urged by the Select Vestry against the mznm.wgwm
the Select Vestry; but a Counsel’s opinion having heen sent they have examined, (giving the Overseers and the Collector
for—indeed two were sent for—touching, the Jegality of the every candid opportunity of explanation.) And the Commit-.
Select ‘Vestry, and both ,mm.‘mmm:mw that such, Vestry' had-no" tee are requested to make a Report of the actual state of sueh
power (hisses) the Overseers had afterwards refused to acknow. * accounts to the inhabitants as'soon as convenient.” ... L
ledge their authority.:, On this affronts were given'on both | He then proposed the mc:os;:w gentlemen as a Commiittee;
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ppointed, possessing the confidence:

sides; doubtless both were’ blameable.—/ Hisses. )~ He did ' —Henry Birley ; John Brocklebauk?( Roper-street ; ¥ Richard
not stand there as the advocate of any party; but he thought - Barker; Jos. Bell; George Miller; Thos. Manley; Thos.
it was:right that they(the .meeting). should understand wel] Hastie. EPEETRE TS R R o e

y Mr. R. Jacksox.
Ty conversation ensued ; a per-
1 being very clamourous_to be

-what they were about, before they engaged in so.rash a busi. .. The amendment was seconded b
nessas that now.proposed. =(““ Put him down he’s said éneugh.’ ) - Much confusion and desulto
—With respect to the motion now made, he would ask, if' a son of the name of Brunskil
Counsel’s opinion had 4lready ‘set the town &0 much by the heard; but ! :
.ears, (hisses-—¢ ayc,’they ought Lo be set byt cars.” } what might © Mr. Woopox
notbe expécted from a law suit ?—( Disapprobation. J~Doubt- Chairm

less the town was in dificulties, but he would have them con-
sider the desperate remedy which was proposed'to be applied
in this case; -they were going to enter into a law suit,
against whom ? Why, their fellow-townsmen—their ne
bours, those with whom they w

O . .

ortH stepping forward in the meantime, the

an desired the former to'wait a little. Mr. W. would

not occupy much of their time ;:he wished but to make a few

observations. - To avoid entering.into a law-suit, was certainly
and a most desirable thing; but he could not but consider the

igh- amendment which bad just-been proposed as a fresh insult to
ere in habits of intimacy—and the town. . What was the, necessity for another Committec,

with whom it was probable, they were destined to spend their: when there had already been one appointed?  Were not/the

days.~—(* Preachers are best in the Pulpit,” =~ Put him down.”’ ) gentlemen of the Select Vestry fully competent to examine

~And he might ask, for what yere they going to law?—for the accounts? What necessity was there to supersede them?
even the bitterest enenies of the Overseers had Tot pretended  As to the Counsel’s opinion having created contusion, it could

to bring proofs of actual fraud.—/ Hisses and-disapprobation. ) mot.be the case, for what confusion could that create in’ the

v«onoo&zmwcnmzv;:m:nmic»ro?mozﬁaa‘:_msaom.mzw3:0:&.3.m=mHot,?

l.ﬁuoc_mwcnrw as cvident that the Sclect
or fill the belly of any poorindividual? It had been stated that Vestry had the confidence of the Town ;-and could not there-
.s,mno:oomarac:wams.:o&&:onvmwcoo:mnm,m m

there but fore be affected by a ‘Counsel’s _opitiion.—Wlhen he came
who were thesc inhabitants? “Why they were poor “persons there, he had no wish to go to law, 1t was his desire to avoid
inhabiting cellars, and garrets, and living in buildings occu. it if possible; indeed, he had been requested to make the mo-
pied by five or six families—many of them actually paupers, tion proposing this measure, but had declined, under the jdea
and many on the very verge of starvation., This he thought was that some other course might be, found which would answer a,
a reason why they should pausg before they gave countenancé better purpose. But after, bearing the  Reporf,. ‘and the
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