., were {old of a poor womann

~ DESCRIPTION OF WILLIAM PIT. - |
: (From Danicll's Voyage.)

We fized ourselves jn the basket, standing with our hands
grasping the chain, the word was. given, and down we glided’
with a smooth and scarcely perceptible motion through a duct
about six feet in diameter, and wooded ull rouad. I kept
my eyes fixed on the aperture above, which contracted ns |
fell, till ut a vast depth.I was obliged to look down as my
head grew dizzy, and small pieces of coal and drops of water
struck with unplessant force aguinst my face. As we des-
cended lower all beeame darkness, noise over our heuds grew

tadually more Indistinet, titl i died away, and a dreary si-
fe.;ee ensued, broken ouly occasionully by the grating of the
Lasket againat the wally. . At length, after a descent of five
hundred and seventy-six feet, 1 heard the voices of men be-,
low me, and presently perceived -two dim lights. .These
were at the High Eye, formerly at the bottom of the shalt,
on a level with which is a great extent of workings, - I ask-
ed no questions here—<* steady the basket,” cried our guide,
and in a moment we were again in utter durkness. Anaquar.
ter of a minute more I henrd other vuices below me—the bas-
ket stopped and wg soon found ourselves on our feet at the
bottom of six hundred and thirty feet frum the light.

I could here disginguish. _nothrng but a single candle, with
the obscure form of 'a man by jt—all around wus piteh dark,
not a ruy of light reaching 1he bottom from the mouth of the
_abhalt.... Before we' prececded to explore the aniiie, wa were
recomymended to remuin quiet a little in order to collect our. '
selves, and while we were thus striving to'be composed, my,
serves were momentarily'shocked by a combiuation and spe-
cesalon of strange. noises, ainong which the loud clank of the
chain as the empty basket dashed to the ground, was partl-
.cularly offensive, "I never suw the object, und had no notice
-of its approach, till its {nfeinul crash always came to make
;e jump out'of myaelf, -

' While we were couversing here ou the possible nccidents
‘that might oceuriu ascending or déstending in the busket, we-

who lately hud an extraordinary
-eseape.’ It wan her Lusiness to=nttncﬁ the chain of the bug.
Jket, and while she wus doing this her hand became somehary-.
‘entangled, und the man at the engine setting it in motion be--
fore the proper time, she was puiled from the ground before
‘'she could extricate herself, and dragged up as she hung by
one arm, to the top of the pit, with no injury but a slight la-
.ceration of ber hand, 3 - ; ’ Sy

1 bad not become quite reconciled to the clank when we
‘were summoned to go on. From the foot of the slaft we
proceeded through u very loug passage cut through rock,:
with the rool arched, und the sides fuced with bricks and
whitewashed. " AJl the rock passages through the mine are
fuced with bricks in o similar wmanner, an epormously expen-
sive procaution, but absolutely hecessary ta prevent the fali-
ing down of luose fraements of stone, I eannat deseriba.
I seientifically, or with any degree of clearness and certainty,”
.l the mathods of proceeding that huve been adopted in Iay.:
ing out these vast subterrunean works, and indeed such un -
sccount js searcely called for, ns the mine no doubt ver :
wmuch resembles in its general plan muny others that have oz'
ten been described.  Injite prysent state as far ns 1 could
ascertain ns I groped m through ‘the darkness, it np-
peared in the meeting wyfl fasfing of its numerous passuges, .
Ao resemble the streetafof Jof citymand of o city of no mean
Lextene, for we sometimgs ed for neacly half o wile with.-
-out turning, between walls of coul or rock. To'the right and’
t|eft of the loag lanes are workings, hollow spuces, five yardu:
\wide and twenty deep, left for the supportof the rocf, so
thut only one third of a bed of coul ja taken away., Mre Pen.:
nant observed. that these columns appeared to him to be-
:stores for fuiure fuel, but thuy are left standin
necessity, and no material portlon of them could be remuved’
withnlutl:llanget to the great supecsiructure which they tend
to uphold. :

timne, by horses, und carried to a place of general rendez.
vous, where

b
‘lrung, uine a{

l

7. wine of them with their full cargo niong an iron ruilwny with
|1 out any apparent effort. . ] P

‘I'he ventilation  of the mine inita remotest corners je suld
to be nr.perfect ne in neceswary, thongh 1 confess thut in some
places ] {elt no little diffienlty in breathing., The nir is rare-,
fied by hieat from a Turgu live kept constuntly buening, ahd the
current directed to the varions workings throogh -conduits.
{ormed Ly boarded partitions placed ubout a Tust distant from -

the walla, Doors.are placed st lutervyls in $he long presages |

- are dralvn hy a'single orsé’

dulte {i the workings to the right or left.

hosrd supported by four very low wheéls, and o'borae diags

merely from

The couls aze dragged from the warkings in baskets, oneat

means of y crane they are pluced ot to the-'
W ainfie versites (o LR AL R

| tracted to a spot'not higger than the palm of my band.

which stop tbe alr iu {18 course aiid Torce it through the cone
1

1 |
[

| pectuble. i I
Not “far<from tkis place our guide regarded me' with - .|
d siguificant look, and -produced nll the effect-he

—

‘I'he sensations excitan 1n me ns I was drscending down
the pit did not rondily subside, and 1 wandered about the
mine with my mind very much upon the alert, and under an
indistinct apprebension

A drenriness pervaded the
—aone felt an il beyond the |
ing being, and transported to some hideous region unbleat by
every charm that cheers the habitable world. _
way through passage aflter passuge in the hlackest fatkness,
vometimes rendered more awful by a death.liks silence,
which was now and then broken by ihe banging of some dis-
tant door, or an explosion of gunpowder, 1hat pealed with a
loud and loug report through the unseen recesnea of the mine,
and guve ua some jdea of fts vast extent. Occaslonally a
light appenred in the distance Lefore us,
pel the darkugss 5o as to discover by whom it was borne, but
advanced'like a meteor through che gloom,
Joud rumbling noise, the cause of which wus not explained
to the eye till we were called upon to make way for u horee,
‘which passed by with ita long line of baskets, wnd driven by
a young girl covered with flth, . & , ¢ .. s,/ 0

Our guide now led us to a pnrsage where, in'.a swmall

bubbling up, which we knew to be hydrogen< )
eandle to it, when it instantly took fire, burning with a clear
blueish light, in a flame not larger than thot from u small
damp. 1Tt eontinued visible when wehaid receded ‘to a con-
siderable distance from it, und had a very beautiful appear-
anee, shining like a brilllant stur in the darkoess, and giving
an effect of exceeding depth to the gloomy nvenue before us,
While we were gocing ot it, with the profoundest stillnoss
nround us, we were sturtled by a repurt e loud as a clap ot
thunder, proceeding from explosion of gunpowder, On
going to the upot from whence it came, we found some men
working n pussage through a bed of rocks, cutled In the langu.
uge of miners, a faukt, a plenomenon too familiar in eoul
mines to require uny comment from me. “Dhia part of the
mine was_very remote from the shaft, and so imperfectly
ventilated, that the heat'pad stench-ip it

very .big an :
intended on my mind, when he informed me that I, wag
lwul!{:iug under the sen, and had probably ships sailing over.
"CAd,
that we bad been in during .our subterrsnenn excursion, he
uHed out n bottle of spirits from his pocket and drank our
ealths and a safe return to us, with ull due solemnity. ‘This
rite fulfilled, we turned cur steps towards the sbaft, Oppresa.
ed by the'heat and foulness of the air, und anxious again 1o
see the duy.” We bad walked sbout four miles, in various.
directions, but bad not explored half the mine, even in jte.
lower part, and hud a lubyrinth of excavations over our hends
As nimerons and as extensive av those through which we hsd
been rambling, and separuted from them by a rool of only
nine fathomas thick. -J‘Mu ustonished to hear that the whole.
of this immense work wus e lubour of scarcely ten years;
that the extensive spuce through which we hud pdesed, and
the whole mine that we bad left unexplored, were within this
short period u solid budy of coul and rock, The Jubour golng
: ot before our eyes nppeared quite insignificant, and imaginu-,
tion could searcely conceive the formation by such meaus of
this vast pluce, which struck one as some strunge creation by
the giant hands of nuture. £ .
We asceuded 1o the. higher works by a very steep path,
whicl, at an elevation of about sixty feet from the lower le-.
vel, opens into the shaft. The miners figuratively eall the'
shaft the eye of the mine, and this inlet into the upper exca-
vations is denominated the High Eye. It was bere that our
| guide had given his warning of ' steady the basket,” lest jt
‘struck against Lhe langdjug iu its descent.i_ Alltha sonla pror
j cured from undec-workings were formerly deagred up to the
puint by horses, but the task was found ‘so dificult and te-
dions that it was thought expedient to sink the sbr™ 1o ity
present level. From the edge of the landing plac. st the
High -Eye, I lud a peep at tbe day through the opening
which appeared at a dreadful beight above my hend, and cone

As we were not promised the sight of any novelty in the
upper-mine, we did not enter it, but returned to the lower
one, {rom whence we proceeded to the shafi of the James
mive, through o long up-cust passage, which, in consequence
of a late accident, exhibits one of the most awful spectaclis
that can be conceived, An unusual quautity of coals were
taken from it, and it waa thought necessury, for the FUpport.
of the roof, o piant two rows of posts under if, which were
composed of the trunks of thg largest oaks that could bépro-
cured, They had not been fixed loug, when the 100f began
to sink, descending very slowly, -but with irresiatible force,
and bendjug of brepking every trec that stood beneath it, " it
did not sink much more thun a -foot, and people now pasa
feuslesaly wnder it, in the conviction that it has permanently
settled.  ‘The pussage, bowever, bears a very tremendous ap-
’ '[ienrunce. und 1 did not go through it withoui.some agitation.
- The broken und splintered: trees remain,. and are - svch for.
widyble mementun of the insecurily of the roof, that i volyn-
parily quickened my puce ns I Jooked ai them, femi | should
pgpin bear the co 8 eracking over ny head. "This pars.al
our expeditioh was réndived exceed ngly : dispgrecatiz Hy. 8,
sulphureous stream of wrios wcfiich fawed down tia 2icén,
cunting forth un odour which tuucbed even iiie nese of ‘oug
Buide. At the top of the passrye ave the otubles bejoicing
to the two mines, in which ‘forty sorses are Lepty waki

never see the light. - e
CMG 1

of some possible danger which gave-

intensity to my interest in every thing ¢that 1 heard or aaw. y
lnce which struck upon the beart

Bounda allotted to man or any liv. |

We trinced our!

which did not dis-"

accompanied by'n

stream of water that flowed throwgh it, we heard some air’
he applied &

Were wearcely sup. |

Consjdering this se the most extraordinary situstion”



