I‘lllﬁtilel' nl'endfulExplOSl(ﬂl Of' Mre l"”lchl‘"’ sirgeon lo Lord Lonsdale's mines on |
Fil'e l)unlp. o the lmrll'! gide of!'_ the lown,l \\iun in ul;endnncc ot lhﬁ '
X ' mouth of the pit from an carly hour in'the morning, un
. TWENTY THREE PERSONE KILLED, . is nniversully g(lmitlbtl to have been moat assiduous in
Little more than three months bave elupsed since it:-i rendering every possible nasistnnee to the few survivors
was our diatreasing fnsk to detail the oecurreice of ani) (oo were brought up.  In twenty-three cuses all human
explanion of lire dumnp in one of the conl- mines of this rkill and knowledge were unavailing—not the amnllest

diatrict by which more than forty lites were wicrificed, sparck of exiatence Hickered in the frumes of the unforty-
and anguish and dismay carried iito the honom of many nate suflerers to impart & ray of bape, but in the caxe of

a hard-tbiling fani Ihis week, we deeply regret to!  pop Devlin, who wus bronght out in a drendfutly ex-
state, it ngein dévo tpont us 19 reldte a cnlamity of n) baunted condition, we ure glad to state that Me Mitehell’s
like disnstrous npft —painfully simildr in its detuls,’ prompt and peracvering exertions were crowned with
but happily leas £xtdsdsive in ita devastuting effects. i ' complete suceess, Devlin waa found In the pit, in wn
Enrly on Mondily morning last, tlie inhabitanta of| | exhausted stnte, by Felix M:Qinnis, who kindly took
Whitehaven, mofe eapecinlly that nimeraun tluss von. | ' him upon his shoulders, to remove himn beyond the reach
nedted with mining operations, weie thrown inte o state’ ' as he I:opetl, of the noxioua gas, hut alna| the destroyer
of great excitement.uhd consternution by » report that * overtovk them, poor Mt@inuis perished, whilst Devlin
William Pit, bad * fired"~—or, i1 other words, that an . hns been spared to relute the generous nct.  The usual
explusionof carburetted hydrogen gas had taken place,and menns of restoration in cases of suspended  ani-
thut 50 men and boya, and 40 horaes, had been déstroyed. 4 mation from rafTocation were employed by Ar Mitchell,
Tlepit mouth and the srrotinding lanes and stieetawere  such as rubbing, applying hot bricks to the soles of the
quickly crowded by groups of anxious persons, and it lect, the use of the hot buth &e., amd we ure now most
wag very carly nscertained that the report was tmfortn- "huppy to sar that the sufferer is ina stute which lenves
natelytoo Lrive, although it was some timebéfore the extent  no doubt of his perfect recovery.—Itis with pleusure that
of the calamity could at all e wecurately ascertuined.  we slao stute that Topping, and the boy Kenng(ly, nnd
HWillimn Pit” I8 ome of the extensive coal wines  two or three other individuals who were in the pit at the
belonging to the Earl of Lonsdale iy this neighbourbood,  time of the explogiun, are also now guite’out of dinger;
and is situate close by the town on the north, and the  Topping and Kennedy escaped in_consequence of the
workings extend under the ocean and towards Parton, boidy of fire taking an opposite direction to that by
which in situate whout n mile and a balf from the shaft,  which they urrived ut the futal #pot.
in n.unnl‘erly'rlircciion, not fur from below which the ex- "The following are the names and
plosion ia anid to have occurred, . : of the sufferers:—
The history-of lhin.rntnnlrbphe_ is.very bricf, _nml all Gearge Stott, New Houses, nged 60, wife living,
that nced be known upon the subject may be ruid to be Vv injm Davidson, do., nged 41, wife and 6 children,
compriseil in the proceedings of the coroner's inquest,  Williawn Smith, do., aged 22, Intely mnrried.
which will be found, below, It is universnily allowed,  Richard [nrrison, do., apged 43, 4 small children,
by all consversnnt with the state of William Pit, that it-  John Tordilf, do., nged 31, pregnant wife and 4 children,
hud for a long period been very free from foul air, miid  Baraey Cuiran, Tangier-street, aged 24, single maa.
that no eforts hud been spared to maintain the tharougly” - Felix M+Ginnis, * do., 83, wife and 2 children,
ventilntion of all the workinga: nor dues it appese, Thomas Gilimour, do., GO, wife and 3 children. in
frow all we have been able to wecertain that there wak, H“gl'nt&":lciyl&rg:'"k’ -lanc, George-sirect, nged 46, wife
an the Satorday, the leant reagon to ‘anppose fhat any Joh: l"irlh.lChnrle.s-slrEEl. aged 33; wile dnd 2 children.
dunger existed. Willinin Pit is worked by shifta g and Yy reare Nicholson Alle ol 18
. ; . ! " Yaaged 19,
on Monday morning the pervons employed on the night  obent Teare, .  dn., aged )2, }hrulhcra.
shilt had partially got ret to work whon the explosion  Richardson Shields, New I[louses, aged 16 years.
tovk place, It seldom happens in calamities of this na-  John Fisher,  do.,,  uged 10 yenra,
ture that the origin is neevrntely known, but in this cuse’  Willinm Mac Mullen, do., nged 11 years.
ihe fuct is dilferent, for those who wafortunntely, from  Willism Dornan, do., nged 14 years,
their.carelessuens, cannot be held blameless-have escuped  Michael Whentley, do., aged 18 years.
to tell the tale. The nccident scems to have been enns- -g,‘;"“ |D:'l:1e“' P‘_‘“-’:nn"lif:‘ 1 nl 3(. :'l“l'Z' senal
ed in Lhis wanner.  On Monday morning, nn under- l:c::llal';lusk{ﬂn.tl"l:lnk: lh;;ldtl‘ngq. ngyml l('i'.voug's'.
viewer named Topping npproached o part of the work- , | N o, o T i Rt L T
ings in which o large quantity of explosive gas bad neen- + Willinm Atkinson, New Town, aged 14 years.
mulated, owing, as is believed, to an irruption in the <John Rosk, Charies-street, aged 16 yenrn.
mine, below the pnvement, at that particular part, - J""’f" ?""J.'"‘" l’}"’:‘ck"“"“' &lgt‘d I!‘: Y AR
Topping was lvllowed by » lnd,-un'mclra Kennedy, who T :er Io_ u.:!!d\\ el:t' SOIRETS -;o- lde" “‘;r E".’| ive
had buth a Intnp and a lantert in his hand, - ‘The Inntern | €arts, followed by sorrowing ‘friends and relatives.
was open, with a lighted oil lamp in it, and on 'the flame :
coming in contact with the inBammnble- air, o tremen- |
doux explosion was the immedinte consequence, by which |
the doors and stoppings of the pit were shattered, blown !
down, nnd displuced, nnd the virculntion of pure nir;
checked nnd prevented.  Laoas of tife 1o o lamentable ox. |
tent enswed—ten men and 13 Indn perished ! Precau.
tions bad been observed in this pit which would have
prevented so dreadful a sncrifice of our fellow creatures |
bnd the pit only ¢ fired” once, for wt all the leuding
crossinga second nod third dvors had been pluced,—the
third dgors ro constructed that In cuse of the others buing .
blown away by un explosion, they acted in keeping apen
the ventilution,—thus allowing the men an upportunjly -
of escape.  No doubt exists, however, jn this.case that
on Momday morning two blasts had occurred, by the se-
cond of which the supplementary doors (as they mny be
ealled ) were demolished, and the vertilation  stopped.
Hence the great loss of life which uceurred, for It ap-
peared an examinntion of the bodies that two only ( Stort
and Wheatley) hnd been nctually scorched or busied to
dénth, or immediately killed by the violence of the ex-
phusion, whilst twenty-one had perished Ly sulfoeation
from the choke dump. ;
No sooner was it known that the gecident had tuken
place than the utmost aluerity was used by all connected
with the Earl of Lonsdale’s conl mines to make good
the air-courses of William Pit, and ascertuin the extent
of the disnster,  The exertions of the stewards uhd
those under them were unremitting untdl the whole of
the boiies were got up, and with such zenl were these
Inboura purased that an apprebension existed that some !
wotld Inil & sncrilice in the good work. Mnuy were
brought up completely exhausied, and a report prevailed
nt one time, and was credited, that some workmen who |
bad gone down to nid in restoring the ventilntion had
sunk under their employment, but on closer investigation
it was found that the wen had come up nt Llarrla, at (!
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inquest on the bodies of the sufferers.  The jury was
suninaned to meet ut the Public Office, and consisted of
the following individuals ;—

Willinm Atkinaon, shopkeeper, Ginns, foreman.
John Joites, shoemoker, Queen-street. '
Dnwiel Opra, furniture broker, King-strect,
Johu Smith, Innkecper, Lowther-aireet,
Jouhn Ward, aucuoacer, Kang-street.
John Heylin, gentleman, '
William Bauks, shoemeker, Carter-lane.
William Nicholsun, shoemaker, Queen-street,
Jonnthan Bowman, sheemnker, Ginns,
Wiilinm Caddly, gentieman. _
Peter Christie, shopkeeper, Ginns.

’ James Armstrong, shipowner, King-street.

The jury having been aworn, proceeded ‘with the Coroner
‘to the houses of the various suferers, nnd viewed the
_hodies,  Own their return, the Coroner briefly pointed
out the nature of the guertions which the jury would
have to inquire into :—first, as to the manner in which
the, decensed had severaliy come by their deatbs ; then,
supposing the jury found that it was hf‘: an explosion of
inflnmmnble gna in 8 conl pit, whether sufficient
care hud been used or not to keep tbe air of the pit in a
proper and wholesome sinte ; aud in the next place
whether the aceident which caused the death of these
unfortunate persons had srisen from the negligence of
any parties, or had been altogether the result of ac-
cideit. . ; .

Mr Willinm Thosnton” depored as follows:—I am
overseer at William Pit.- My duty i4 to see that the
ventilution of the pit ia kept good, and that every thing
is in proper order. 1 swent through Willism Pit on Sa-
turdny siorning, and found the ventilation good, nnd the
workings in a perlect state of safety for the workmen.
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"iguited.

1 hot-nns_'in". which & inan cannaot live.
iefTects of the ignition of the inllammnble sir, and ihe
more harrowing spectncle it in scurcely possible for the 1 blast consequent Lhereupon, the persons killed in Wil-

- :liam Pit yesterdny morning lost their lives ;mthe: they

lwere either immedintely killed by the ezplesion ol iu.
On Tuesday, Peter Hodgeon, Eaq. Coroner, held an

-Wis oee

ally died;

bluwn awny. | immediately got iesipoinry doors plated, '
and having thus sccuted a supply of good ale. I proceeded
Ahrough the workings for ubout 5 or 600 yards fucther.

There I pereeived nevernl dudrs dud stoppings.blown

out, Ipot these replatied, and went on td two doore

whicli were standing good. I opened them, and went

on sbodt 60 yards further. Theh I foiind tore stop.

pings btown out,and alge the corpee of Levi Horkino

lying on the pavement, The body did not appefis to me

to be thirnt, I went on a little Nurthet, and fonnd other

three boys Iylng dead—thiere were Willinm Atkinson,

Richardaon Shield, und, 08 I bellevt; John Rosy., 1 went

a litde Tirther, and “discoverdd a horse that hEd lees

killed, A little fufther still 1 fodnd the bodies of three

uther libys, viz — Chrintophet Pedraon, Wiltinm Daweon,

and John Dunn. - They were wll fuite dead; they had

been guffocnted. A lictle beyond the budics of thede.
boys I found Joln Devlin Iging ont the pnvement, with n

light burning beside him in a salety Inmp; be was slive.

Felix M Ginnls wns lying dead beside him s and n Vittle
furtber b1 | found ﬁlolmrd - Harrivon, Jobn Tordifl,
Jubn Firth, und n boy whoae name I did not knotv, On
proceeding further I Tound Hugh Roney, W, Smith,
and Burney Curran—they were all lying deal. ] caw
no more corpses in the pit. 1 got the persons whowere
living conveyed to the bottom of the ehalt, and taken
up with as litide delny us possible :.mthene perrons were
John Devlin, Jos, Taoppingiand ‘Fhos, Keniedy, n boy.
When I renched the lirthermost puint from the shult I
biad much diffeulty in breatbing.

Johu Wateon was the next witness, He snid—T am
nminer, belonging' to Whitchnven. I was jn Willien
Cit on Montay morning last, ading gone down on the
preceding night wt nine o'clock. About three o'clock
on Monday wotning, 1 hesrd the nolse of an esplosion,
wind with my fellow workmen immedistely left the place
where we then were.  We had got sabout 500 or GO0
ynrds, when we met with the stffe (choke dninjr)
We bud much to do to get od, but ut Jast we reached
the shaft and were takenuy, RhL g g

Juseph Topping, on being examined, said—lom n .
miner, and was employed in William Pit. I wac in the
pit on Monday morning. A boy nawed Themns Ilen.
nedy was with me,  We went alout two miles from the
bottom of the ahalt, when the accident hnplwned. Fhe
bay had a patent Jump in his bund, und nlso a tauiern.
There was an oil lnmp iu the lantern, ‘The lontern was
open. I considered the place where we were perizetly
sufe. It might be balf-past two or threv o'clock whan
we got to thnt place,  “The inBammable air thes became
If 1 had supposed there had been any dangar
1 should not hnve gone to that place.  After an uxplo-
#lan of fire damp, vuless the person warklug there sl e
his exenpe he cannot Jive, Immedintely alter the ezpia-
sion there comes n blost which brings air with i in
I am satished that frors the

(lammable air, or suffucated by the consequient issuing of
air called choke damp, and thut the whale ratastroplie

idental, and not occanioned by any negligence or
wanl of skill whatever, '

"This was the whole of the evidence, nnd after its
bearings hied been pointed aut hy the. Coroncr, the jury
took o short time to cousider of their veridiet.  Aflter
having consulted for sgme time they found that the de.
censed lind come by their diaths accidentally, and recot.
mended t.lm.t greuter caution should be ueed in tha uae
of naked lights in the pit for the time te come. In
the case of George Stott, the finding of Yhe jury ren
thius— And the jurors afaresnid do upont their onths
sty thut upon the [6th day of Febiruary, in the yenrs(cve-
catd, in the prish of Saint Dees, the wujd Gearge Sinig
being ther and there employed i & eertain conl-pit in.re.
situate culled Willinm Fit, it so bappened thut renides.
ally und By misfortune a wantity of inflammaiis sic
lnf.cnme lgnited, and that v the flame thereol :he
snid George Stott was then and there acorched mid D
ed upon the body, tace, and various oiher puitn ol ihe
suid George Stotr, of which said scorching and [usi.
ing he, the suid Grorge Stott, then and there necitent-

sod the jurorn sforesuid recommend thsg fo
future no person be sllowed to uge g s, ihe dighic
wheredl shnil be exposed so ar 1o come in ceniact with
the nir, and they udvise thae in future gredter zautias
Loallbe sed in'thie-vespere.”o. Iy Wheitley's Tare the'
jame verdict-was recorded, rnd (here way ue didersucs
i any of the uther eaes, cxeept in the oubsiiiniong o
the words “¢hoked und sudocaien” for * goursiid. aod

butned, o K . I:
. On Wednewday afiernoon the filiersis of (he wne
rufTerers \ok place.  Ficlye were buried L risti-

. e " . - e
Churely yurd, six st 3, Nicholan, twe nt 5t Jemer's, ar ,

nt Marecaby,

which village they were ascertuined to be sufe, having
recovered fiom the effecta of the wawhuleapine ut-
moaphere which -

['went into the pit on that moraing aliout- twe o'clock,

and e in the burping sroand s neher o
Ao and remained there uniil sbout seven. I was not.
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through the vorkings {ur about A mile, snd found rll cudes ps e

2 zilent gn TG crea!
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“irthet, whan 1 gtiatved four or fke more doors



