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A WARNING TO MINERS.

Would miners pay special sttention
lo the mellwds used in the mine us to
bresenca of mlne gases, lhe examina-
tion of all safety lanps depends largely
upon the interesis of the lives of Loth
meal and boys who werk underground,
and if they would ask their nyugEer ur
deputios W givo them cortain instrue-
tHons ux lo taking great care of sufety
lumps it would help those who work ot
the coal fuce (o realise the dangers
that can be earchully watched by those
who carcfully follow these iustructions,
and it would help them ‘in their hazard.
ous occupation of mining.

Safety lamps msay bo placed in two
classey, namuly,

(I} Thoso lumps
rLesling purpuses only;

(2) Lumps intended for general use,
so far as Lho first is concerned,

Special conslruction wnd often specia)
mctliods of pmducinf the testing Anmo
are employed generally with the object
of wrendwing them suitable for the ob-

inlended for yas

socvidion of small porcentages of s
inﬂnuunmblc_ or non-inflammable that
o in the air. It seems that on the

whole suclh lamps are not likely to be
widely employed in collieries, and the
lesting for the presence of inflummable
gns will for the most purt be eonducted
by Innnxs of the ordinary t pe, or where
such tests aro not of sufficient delicacy,
Then the gas will be sought for Dy
wnalytical methods. If the above as-
sumption is correct then it will be suifi-
cient to deal with the principal points
of these lamps that are . intended .fin

Micrul use in the mine, and which may

8 used either by the miner or firemen
for gas tesling in the way nlready de-
seribed, In order to lay the case more
plainly hefore the miner ‘to study, the
manager and de‘?uties should have cer-
tain classes, and all runks of wunder-
ground minwrs fully instrucled in, first
of all, the pso and way of luking pgreal
cara of salety lamps. The miner must
see that his lamp is in good order; he
niust not try to dismantle or tamper
wilhh jl, nor “bother ginss or giuges.
Lamp stations should see that lamps
are.oarelully tested before given to the
miners at the shaft. Such attention is
necessary whero they are exposed 1o a
dangerous atmosphere in some part or
other of the mine. While they ase fol-
lowing,_their ocoupation in ;assembling
tho lamp tho following faults may be
noted or might ooccuri—Lamp testers
should sen that the following points are

|

seen to otherwise danger mny huppen |
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SAVING MINERS FROM
_ THEMSELVES.

! t0:

A WHITEHAVEN PROSECUTION.
.At Whitehaven, on Thursday,
¥inn, haulage hand, 55, Pater Streat; Je.
Rooney, " haulage hand, 13, Union Terrace;
Jas. MdKitten, haulage hand, 5 Charles
Street, all of Whitehaven, pleaded guilty to
having unlawfully ridden on a full set of
tuba in William gih, Whitehaven,
homas Douglas, gummer, Dunn’s Court,
prznll Street; and John Edward Harker,
ifthand, untess Toerrace, Whitshaven,
were ‘charged with a similar offence,

Mr, W. H, Chapman progacuted, and said

ese -proceedingy had been initiated for tha
safely of the men thermselves, .

Edward Kennatt, 31,  Brackenthwaite,
Whitehaven, deputy as William Pit, spoke as
Yo seeing the threa first defondants riding on
full sets. This practics was very dangerous.
IT & set broke away the men would have no

chance of ing injury.

_Robert .Brogie,_ manager of William Pit,
giving evidenoce in tha second case, stated
that along with Me. Cook,* H,). Inspector,
he was half-a-mile in the pit when a full
train of tubs passed. Withou? exaggeration
he saw from 30 to 40 men on the set. There
were some very acute bends where the sets
travelled, and anyone knew that in going
round the bends tha tubs squeezed up and
the men riding on the couplings might have
been crushed between them,

The Chairman (Mr, W, BMcGowan) said it
the Beuch had used their full powers they
could hava inflicted a very heavy fine, but in
tha hope' that this would be g warning to

e ——

leniently with them this time. They would
each have to pay a fine of 20s. The Chair-
man suid he wished to impress on their minds
that they were ns much responsible for the
snfetly of the pit as anyone olse. They
should not only consider their own lives but
the lives of others. There was nothing a
colliery owner hated more than to prosecute

eir employees, The Bench were deuling

with defendants lightly in this cage.
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through soine mistnkes being magdo: —

, No, 1—The gauze or gauzes, might not

bs put into the lamp. ;

. No. 2.—A defective gauze gnight = be

inserled. =

No. 3—Thd gauzo may be damnged

while being put into the Inmp.

No. 4.—A faulty glass might be used.

No, 5—The glass might not be made

Sfal-:it" while jaming wp against the stan.
3

No. 8.—The glass might be made tight
without being gas-tight.
No. 7.—Damago to tho glass or gauzes

jects.

Buch aa forcing it into the lamp or
striking against the trams or props, or
bunging it down on the bottom end

juint, and a faulty gluss is easy to du-
termine bv inspection, If the joint is
not pecfectly tight the flame jumps with
the air current which reaches it through
tha defective part and discloses ie
fault. With a view to becoming  fami-
these instructions colliery
owners shouwld supply their managers
with printed matter with all instrue-

|

An umisual cose was hewrd at Whitehayey,
on Thursday, when John Burns, coal
Lowea, wua charged with not having
his safety Jamp abt lewst two feot from the
awing of his pick on Soptember 4th,
plosed in No. 10 Pit, Harrington Collieries,

3Mr, W, H. Chapman, ptoamouting on behalr
of the United Steel Co., Lid., said the lamp
had been broken, and it was obvious to any-
one that a nuked light might have caused an
explosion and endangered hundreds of lives,

stated that defendaznt repo
his lump with his pick.
excuse that his mate had pushed the lam
over on to his pick., He told defendunt thai

rted having struck

ions carefully printed and handed to
their deputies for them to Le given 1o

hoth men and boys who earry the sifety
lnmp, This would greally he!lp to stem
tha tido of explosions that 1s lappen-
ing day by day. It would Le a great
help to menagers and deputies if the
men were properly instructed as to the
use of raising and lowering the flame in
ﬁasay workings, and the fireman should

raw attention to the men in the pro-
N uso wmkl necessity of keeping the
flamo in its proper lmita, and therehy
uddine lo the safety and pussibly that
of their commpanions working in_ the
mine. Ropoct on instruction fur collivry
fireinen andt. how they should handle
andfety lomps ut the coal face. Tt womld
bo a great help for your readers wha
gre ctanected with coal mines,—Yours,

= AMES 8. KENNEDY.

Ic-. J
‘.I;‘nito of Whitehavey and Willinm i,

this was ridiculous. Witness considered thjs
one of the must serious breaches of the Regu.”
lationas. ; g
Defendant, in an explanation to the Bengh, -
atated that on this shift he had a new lad
working for him, who waa about Sfr, 10in, in
height.  When they commenced work he had

pick, but the new man had moved it, and he"
(defendant) struck it. I
By Mr, Chupmue: The lamp
bottom when his mate moved it. :
Mr. Chapman: There was an offence there,’
3r. Miller, repl lng to the Bench, said ho
had uo reason to doubt dofendant's
as to 2 new man working with him, "
"The Cheirman said defendant %new per-
fectly well chat this was most dungerous. -If

defendant had been in o * gussy "' place thers -
might have been an explosion. Hyg would be
Bned 204, . :

—

Raobert

delendants and others they were gdifiy to deal
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A CoLrteryr Pit," Whitehaven, - was,

ProsecuzioN. at the Police Court on

* ... Thursday, fined £5 for
having failed to

1n & working place where thers was
more than 2b par cent. of inflammabie
gas. Io this case thers'.was actually 3
per cent.; and this prosecution . very
well illustrates one of the' dangers which
aro a feature in all inquiries into the
causes of explosions in the mines.
Miners are anxious to send out of their
working wolaces as ‘much coal’ as, they
can; ‘and deputies are apt to sfrain a
point, in sympathy .with ‘the' men’s
anxiety not to lose pay for the coal

them they ‘mav thus risk a terrible ex-
plosioa.

] ~ et

. This will ho doubt be

one of the featurés :of
“work in the pits that
; : will be dealt with at the
inguiry this'week. It was dealt with
at considerable length at the ‘inquiry
which was held concerning the Wel ing-
ton Pit disaster. One of the points
then tirged by those who appeared on
‘behalf of the minors was thet they

ought not to be at n disadvantage, as to
Temuneration, by reporting the eurliest
- appearance of the danger limit in  gas
present. Tha conditions are altervd
sinco then by the adoption of the elee-
<tric lamp instead of the Davy lamp,
with its pouze-protectad ofl flame. The
latter is now used for testing only, it is
underatodod. That makes the responsi-
bility of those who have to do the gns-
testing all the greater: and it will be
8pt to leuve the miners themsolves less
able to perceive the extent to -wyhich gns
may be present.

* RoxviNe
Risgs,

Another point which

[ 3
Saor-Frrivne v will no doubl arise,

When am-l 3

| 3NERS’ TERus. doubt ha apparent . at

Mr. A. Millor, mansger at No. 10 Colliery ~-

Defeudunt made the *
p ‘ot these inquiries and in

waa on the |

statement

whatever the  ascer-
! tuined fncts may be as
140 the explosion in Haig Pit, is whether
thers ought i be shot-firing in a fiery
mine. Of ccurse all depends upon what
is deemnwd a fiery mino; and alt  the

Fizgry Pits.

. [
Jold questions will naturally arize aguin
BROKEN SAFETY LAMP B —-t(li‘.e ven}::.iln.tion, the néculr.renfle of gas’
' 1and to what extent, and also ¢t e extent
IN LOWCA PIT. »sof the occarrence of coal dust. The
t0: Y quastion of coal dust was one of $he
UNUSUAL CASE HEARD AT Tlwost important in the Waiiington Pit
WHITEHAVE - linquiry. It was then mede cbvivus, as
VEN, *{ had Leen known larg before, that os a

fmatler of ascartained physical experi-
hﬂ“‘er' -

ment, fine coul dust under certain eir-
cumstances mav bremandoasly lucrease
{the gravity of an explosicrr in the mine,

One point will no

i this inquiry, as it is
evarywhere eise at such inguiries, ~and
that is the curious differenge there is
between the tarms used in the mine and
those used about the same things .in
other places tham the miues; We hear
the mines
abeot “ firo damp.” * after damp,’” and
so o, To understand this we have ta
Jremember that it is only within the Iast
1120 years that even in the !aboratory of

the chiemist has there been any previse
{kncwledge of the nature of the gas

Jgiven off from coal or cf tho es whizh
the lamp 4-foct away from the swing of his ° £ h 7 gas

resilt frown its explosion. ¥t is & re-
markabls ‘ thing Eorw litble the miners
themselves—other of cowrse than the
jofficials who hava to pass examination—
jknow about the chemistry of the mine.
]After Wellington Pit explosion an at-
tempt was made to interest the men #n

qthis" subject by ‘means of lectures; but

the attenpt ‘itself- was ‘not a gratifying '
success, and still less was '_1:}u=._"res;pcnn.se-;‘.E
1 wiich the miners ‘miade to-iw /. - :

[ t

A deputy in Wilkiam

withdraw the workmen i

available during -their shift. -.Between-
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