g L - -]
. PUBLIC MEETING for the RELIEF of the
- ~ WORKING CLASSES,
- 'l*‘lll
_ In corsequence of the very general distress amongst
the working classes iz this town, to which we briefly
adverted ia our last, a public meeting was held on
‘Tuesday, at noon. It was gonvencd by hand-bills, of
which the following iz a copy :—
¢t A Public Meeting will be held this day, (Tuesday the 18th

instant) at the Savings’ Baok, Whitchaven, at twelve o'clack at
poan, to tske into consideration the necessaity of alleviating she

Distress at present existing amoogss the Workiog Classes of the

Towa, through the inclemency of the fm.,::nn..lh: the request
of the Blinisters of St. Nicholas’s and St. James’s,

s Joun WessTER, Warden of St. Nicholas's,

8¢ WiLrianm Frrzsiios. Wardeo of St. Jumes's.

“ Whitehaven, 13th February, 1838,
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* The attendance was numerous, and highly respecta-

ble. On the motion of Mr. Dawson, surgeon, the
Rev. Andrew Hudleston, D.D, was unanimously cal-
- led to the chair,

Dr. HupLesToN on taking the chair opened the business of
the meeting by observing, that having bLeen made acquainted
with the imnpending, if not already existing, diatress, in which,
from s concurrence of causes, but chiefly from the more than
usual severity of the season, the working clusses of the district
either were or must shortly be inevitably involved, unless ade-
quate ineazns of relief and redress were seasouably provided, and
baviog also been at the rawe time applied to to give his assis-
tunce in that behalf, he thought it an indispensable and impera-
tive duty, incumbent upon him even as a private gertleman,
much more so as a clergyman and minister of the gospel, imme-
diately, and upon the spur of the moment, and without any
doubt or besitativn, to come forward, and to consent to take an
active part—active at least to a certain extent, in the adoption
ol those public measures and proceedings, which the great pres-
sure and exigency of the crisie might require. Tufluenced then
by these mutives and.considerations, be bad granted the sanction
of his name, as far as that name really implied in itself any sanc-
tion ut all, in conjunction with the name of his brether clergy-
mai, the Rev. John Jenkins, to o placard or hand bill, informing
the public of the intention of holding that meeting, and of the
important object, whose accomplishment it had in view ; be had
also attended the meeting personally, and not declined, upon
being invited, to mccept the chair. Acting in that capacity he

. should be dispased to listen to every suggestion, which might be’
, advanced, as to the best and mest expeditious mode of adminis-
© tering the required relief, and also to give the mite of his own
pecuriary contribution. He thoupht it right, however, candidly
to iniorm the mecting, thar ke objected to have any thing to Jdo
with the actual collection of the mooey to be raised, and this
not merely because he was conscious he could not be an active
collector, Wcﬂ principally because ke thought such an offic2, not
so much derogatory tu, as incompatible with, the situation of
chairinan, to which they bad- done bim the hooor to advance
bim. To the few observations he had made he had little or
nothing to sdd; he cousidered the emergeicy of the occasion to
be such, as to dewmnand instant consultution and action, and con-
‘sequently to preclude all attempts to gratify th» pitifulness of o
". paltry self vanity by the indulgence of auny vein of oratorical
. declamativn. The Doctor concluded by thauking ihe company
- for the attention they hed given to this short address. (Hear.)
The Rev. Joun Jenkins stated that he bad been called on to
. witness several extreme cases of destitution owing to the vessels
© being retarded in Dublin, and the inability of labourers, masons,
and others, to work durinyg the frost which had solong prevailed.
"He had noticed this in bis dizcourse on Sunday, which had called
' forth a desire, on the part of several of his hearers, that a public
. meefug should be contened to adopt measurces of relief for their
;. suffering neighbours ; and he might observe, that cne of his
bearers, Mr. George Dawson, had kindly sent him five guinecas
' as & gommencement in aid of the laudable object. He bad taken
steps accordingly, snd they were then assembled to adopt mea.
sures to ascertain, first, if distress did exist to any great sxtent,
. and secordly, how that distress was to be relieved.
) Mr. Tuoxrsox, surgson, said he had professionally witnessed
. many cases of extrema distress, and he d!* not think the work-
[ ing classes bad ever been in greater want than at the present time,
 or had ever borne their afflictions with more patience. The
wives and children of many sailors were particulurly oppressed,
as were also most classes of. Jabourers ; and from what kad paa-
sed under his own observation he was decidedly of opinion that
, some assistance from the more wealthy portion of the ishubit-
+ pnts to their poorer fellow-townsmen wus never more peeded
shan at the present momeot, :

Mr. JerrersonN did not doubt that great distress existed
amongst a certain portion of the ichubitants of that town, but
was of opinion that it arcse from two diflerent causes—one being
Ahe long cootinuance of the frost, which bad had the eifect of
throwing labourers gencrally out of employment ; the otber, the
arrangement of a trade which keptso mauy vessels, und of course
their crews also, in Dublin for wany weeks tagether.  [le would
prefer L. O subscriptions, one for the relief of those who svffored
in eonsequence of the severity of the weather, and the other for
ke familiee of mariners, in whose beLulf Le thought the ship-
owners ought to particularly interest themselves.

Mr. W. F. Nicuorsox aud Mr. AxTHOKY BeLL both differ-
&d in opinion with Mr. Jeffarson, and ihe latter geotleman re-
smarked that the distress which existed amongst the families of
seamen ought not all to be Jaid to the s rount of the deteation
.of vessels in the Dublin warket. The arrival of many White-
haven vessels had been deluyed for three weeks or a month r&
2dverse windx, whilst others again had been obliged to seek
shelter from tha same cause in different ports whilst on their
Jomeward voyage.

A desultary conversation of some length ensued, in the course
of which several gentlenien expressed themsslves iniical to Me.
1 Jefferson’s proposition,

v

Mr. Joserd CLEMENTSON said the soup-kitchen which had |

exirtad in the town for reveral weeks past had been productive of
much good, and be would therefore move that a sub=cription be
entered into in order that it might be continued.

The GuAaIriAN was averse to the money raised heing applied
in that mancer, and he for one would certainly not lend bis aid
if the funds were to be thus appropriated.

After soma furthier conversation Mr. Prjre proposed that a
subscription be entered into for the general reliel of the poor of
tbe townships of Whitvhaven and Prestun Quarter, which was
seconded by the Rev. Jouw Jexxxs,

Mr. Jarpxzssar moved as ao amendment that the relicf to
be given be limited to those who were eufferiug fruw the stare
of the weatber,

This led to another leogthy conversation, bLut the amendment
not finding a seconder, the original motion was put and carried.

Mr. Paire suggested to the wmeetiog that the wrransement
adopted in coliceting for the Inirmary might be ueefully apalicd
in obtainiag subseriptions in the preseat instance.  The indir-

v

wary arrangement was to divide the toern into foar didlicis:
V

vue compiised Duke Street and ol tnsha Bave 0 L
e veets wuates; mhl SAREE0 Duke Street s the thiid Doped Sueer
und kast to Lowthes Street, and the [ _rih the whole of that
aortien of the town to the Weyt of Rever Sireet. He wozld
alio recominend the ppointment of gentlemcn resideut jo cach

district as collectors sur that district.

This suggestion was adopted, and a resolution to the effect
having been drawn up, it was unanimonsly agreed to. )
Other reso.utions were alro passed, for which we beg to refer
thz reader to an advertisement in another columau,
Thanks were *hen voted to Dr. Hudleston for his'eervices in
. he chair, alter which a very liberal subseription was entercd
. iPto in the rocim.  The meeting then broke up.
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